
 
June 14, 2024 

 
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas  
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security  
3801 Nebraska Ave N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20016  

Dear Secretary Mayorkas: 

We, as the Ranking Members of committees with jurisdiction over immigration and national 
security, are writing to request additional information concerning the recent apprehension of 
several individuals from Tajikistan with suspected ties to the Islamic State. According to media 
reports, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) recently arrested multiple individuals 
with suspected ties to ISIS on immigration violations in various cities across the country, 
including New York, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles, following their entry into the United States 
through the southwest land border.1 
 
The circumstances of these arrests have highlighted significant potential vulnerabilities within 
our border security and immigration screening processes. Given the serious national security 
implications of these deficiencies, it is imperative that we receive detailed information to fully 
understand the scope of these issues and to ensure that our border infrastructure and national 
security systems are adequately safeguarding against such threats. 
 
For this reason, we request the following information from your agency no later than June 28, 
2024: 
 

1. All Department of Homeland Security (DHS) records, including component records and 
complete Alien Files (A-Files), related to all of the individuals arrested in connection 
with this operation, including their immigration status and criminal history; 

2. All communications from or between DHS, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 
ICE, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding these individuals, including but 
not limited to their immigration status and criminal history; 

3. All documents and communications regarding the arrival and entry of these individuals at 
the southwest land border or any other U.S. border, including any documents, 

 
1 Alicia Nieves, DHS Warns of Heightened Threat as 8 with Suspected ISIS Ties Arrested, NewsNation, Jun. 12, 
2024, https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news/dhs-heightened-threat-isis-ties-arrested/ (last visited Jun 12, 2024). 
Pierre Thomas & Jack Date, 8 Tajikistanis with Suspected Ties to ISIS Detained in US, Source Says, ABC News, Jun. 11, 
2024, https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/8-tajikistanis-suspected-ties-isis-arrested-us-source/story?id=111035401 (last visited Jun 
12, 2024). 
Rebecca Santana & Eric Tucker, 8 People with Possible Islamic State Ties Arrested in US on Immigration Violations, AP News, 
Jun. 12, 2024, https://apnews.com/article/islamic-state-border-fbi-homeland-security-7088e6f665f095ad38186cafe69bbddd (last 
visited Jun 12, 2024). 



communications or data related to these individuals seeking or receiving appointments 
through the CBP One mobile app; 

4. All documents and communications related to detention space at the time of each 
individual’s apprehension; 

5. Any addresses provided by these individuals upon entering the U.S.; 
6. All documents and communications related to these individuals’ personal information 

processed through international and national criminal databases; 
7. All documents and communications related to any asylum or protection claims made by 

these individuals, including the type and reason provided; 
8. All communications that DHS, CBP, or ICE had with federal, state, and local law 

enforcement agencies in relation to these individuals, including but not limited to any 
arrests or detainments by any state jurisdiction; and  

9. All documents and communications detailing their transit through other countries and 
whether they sought asylum in a third country. 
 

Thank you for your prompt attention and cooperation in this matter.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 

Rand Paul, M.D.       Lindsey O. Graham 
Ranking Member      Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland     U.S. Senate Committee on  
Security and Governmental Affairs    the Judicary  


