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The Sweet, Sweet Musical Styling of Waste

From Duke Ellington to Tony Bennett, jazz is a part of the American soul. One group taking
the genre to new levels is the New Orleans-based Soul Rebels. The Village Voice said of
the group, “[tJhe hip-hop-inflected eight-piece Soul Rebels are arguably the most
dynamically au courant of the city's many fine brass bands.”!

Have not had a chance to take in one of their concerts? Well, you've paid for one of their
concerts overseas. That’s right, earlier this summer, the U.S. Department of State spent
nearly $50,000 of taxpayer money to, “...support the Soul Rebels to travel to Turkey
to give public performances as part of the 22nd Istanbul Jazz Festival.”?

What is most surprising is that the Soul Rebels were already on a European tour,
making taxpayer financing for the stop in Turkey unnecessary. In fact, after Turkey,
the Rebels went on to make stops in Belgium, France, Ireland, Norway, and meet up with
Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga at the “North Sea Jazz Festival” in the Netherlands.®

The group is hardly a fledgling act needing Uncle Sam’s help. The Soul Rebels have
put out six albums since 1999, including Power=Power (2013) where they incorporate their
unique sound to popular songs by the likes of Bruno Mars and Nicki Minaj. And that is not
the only company they are keeping. They share a label with, Tom Jones, They Might Be
Giants, and Alison Krauss.*

So, the question has to be asked, why does such a cutting edge, established group
need Uncle Sam to pay for them to play at a well-established European jazz festival?

Just a little bit waste to get you singing the blues
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