RAND PAUL

KENTUCKY

Nnited States SDenate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
July 11,2016

Senator Rand Paul

United States Senate

167 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC. 20510

Honorable John 1. Thompson
Director

U.S. Census Burcau

4600 Silver Hill Road
Washington, DC 20233

Dear Director Thompson:

[ write in regards to the Census Bureau’s Proposed Criteria and Request for Comment on
the 2020 Decennial Census Residence Rule and Residence Situations (Docket No:
160526465-6465-01) published in the Federal Register on June 30, 2016, to propose
certain changes to the residence criteria used to determine where people are counted
during each decennial census. I would like to offer support for the proposed changes
specifically Rule 13(f) regarding the counting of deployed service members “at the U.S.
residence where they live and sleep most of the time.” This change will insure that my
constituents are accurately in the upcoming 2020 Census.

The results of the 2010 Census displayed an anomaly that misrepresented the counting of
deployed service members for overseas contingency operations. These service members,
despite not having a change in their permanent duty station, and who return to their duty
station upon completion of their deployment, were counted in accordance with Rule 9(f)
of the 2010 Census Residence Rule and Residence Situations:

(f) U.S. military personnel living on or off a military installation outside of
the U.S. including dependents living with them — Count as part of the U.S.
overseas population. They should not be included on any U.S. census
questionnaire

The Census Bureau attributes U.S. overseas population to the state on an individual’s
home-of-record. This practice may have work well for members of the Department of
State or other government agencies operating outside of the United States, but the
Department of Defense fails to properly, and accurately, maintain their records.
According to the “2010 Census Federally Affiliated Overseas Count Operation
Assessment Report,” dated March 19, 2012, “only 59 percent of the 2010 Department of
Defense Records contained a home of record.”



As a result of using inaccurate and missing records for the tabulation of deployed service
members, the surrounding military communities, which support the families of those
service members, were calculated to have a lower population than what should be
attributed to the community.

My constituents residing in the region around Fort Campbell, Kentucky, experienced this
first-hand following the 2010 census. Despite record home sales, increased public school
enrollment, and other economic indicators supporting population growth, the calculated
population remained relatively unchanged from the 2000 Census. The only explanation
for the discrepancy is the deployment of service members from Fort Campbell to
Afghanistan.

Starting in late 2009 and continuing through 2010, members of the 1%, 2", 3, and 4"
Brigade Combat teams of the 101%, the 101®" Sustainment Brigade, the 159" and 101"
Combat Aviation brigades were all deployed to sustain the military “surge” in
Afghanistan. It is estimated that at least 10,000 service members were deployed at the
collection time of the 2010 Census. Those service members then returned to Fort
Campbell at the end of their deployment.

I request that the Census Bureau maintain and implement the proposed changes to the
“2020 Residence Rule and Residence Situations™ as drafted. This will create one
consistent and logical method for counting deployed service members. By counting
deployed service member according to where they actually live, the Bureau will receive
more accurate reports of population an ensure communities have the needed resources to
support these soldiers and their families.

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of these proposed changes.

Sincerely,

Lamd

RAND PAUL
UNITED STATES SENATOR




